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RETROSPECTIVE

Top-Scoring Wines From the

1999 California Cabernet Retrospective

tMore than 40 1999 California Cabernats were reviewed for this report. A free alphabetical
list of all the wines tasted is available at wwwiwinespectator.com/M509, where
Wine5pectator.com members can also access complete reviews for the wines.

RELEASE CURRENT
WIKE SCORE PRICE  PRICE
Altamura Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 1999 85 $60 $33
Aging beautifully, with years to go. Pure, rich and concentrated.
Chappellet Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Pritchard Hill 95 $110 SNA
Estate Vineyard 1999
Still a big, ripe. chunky, expressive style, matching power with restraint.
Carter Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville Fortuna Block 1999 94 55 SNA
A big, ripe, expressive style. Dark, rich and layered,
Shafer Cabernet Sauvignon Stags Leap District Hillside Select 1999 94 £150 %317
Combines the richness and power of youth with the subtleties of age.
Bond Vecina Napa Valley 1999 92 $150 SNA
Pleasantly earthy, firm, dry and structured; flavors fold together nicaly.
Buoncristianl Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 1999 92 $52 SNA
Fresh, intense and vibrant. Still a tad rustic, but in a good way.
Darloush Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 1999 92 $62 SNA
Complex and distinctive, this is big, ripe and balanced.
Justin Isosceles Paso Robles 1999 92 548 SNA
Aging well, with excellent balance, depth and focus. Cabermnet blend.
Robert Mondavl Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley To Kalon 892 $150 %109
Vineyard Reserve 1999
Complex aromas lead to a distinctive array of flavors. Well-struc!.'ure-d:"_
Spottswoode Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 1999 a2 $80 %88
Firm, intense and spicy, with balanced and concentrated flavors. ¥
Joseph Phelps Insignia Napa Valley 1999 a1 $125 %591
Complex, with focused flavors that gain depth from midpalate on.
Provenance Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford 1992 9 $35 SNA

This has gained in the bottle, aging gracefully. Mature and complex.

Whitehall Lane Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Leonardini Vineyard 1999 91 $85 SNA
Rich, intense and full-bedied, this is aging very well. Turns supple and layered.

Sliverado Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon Mapa Valley Limited Reserve 1999 390 $95 SNA
A rustic style that's intense and spicy, with a mix of tight, complex flavors.

Viader Napa Valley 1999 90 £75 8545
Elegant, supple, full-bodied, complax and stylish, with fresh, subtle aromas.
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alifornia is in the midst of a strong
run of Cabernetvintages. The wines
from 2006—the most recent vintage
to be released—mark the third ex-
cellent year in a row, and the 20075,
though a year from coming to market, may be
the best of the lot. Call it a Cabernet bonanz:

with a variety of styles on offer, e: |
sleek and elegant to bold and ext
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During the late-ripening 2006 :
growing season, winemakers who
picked their grapes at optimal :
ripeness and avoided the fall rains
produced grand-slam wines. :

]‘[lllll‘l:l.il'\. |U||J [ 5.1 4 Ejl_ll {8 144l |:_.q_li TEARRINIRINL; :".|||'|||||||.,]1_ H-rll|rl1
[ ] ihl ridek. .\_"1'..',.rr|11: Tk |4l1,= Tl'lr T-|I| n;gh i O rhi-'u_' Wi T E sl im l'hr
00 mp S200 mnnge, | also found o few gems thai come in wr $50
ai fesic 1he Cobo Hescwaurers (95 poimm, 300, the Chappslls Sig
ruture (Y4, S5, the Chirand Arrvisery (92, #4811, thie Snowlen Tha
Parch (9.2 #4090 and the Ramey Clarer (9], 338}

Adl ol tlvess wine &re uncommonly cich, favarful, comgples and
il |.||1|pr1| \EWg, 4.—,|.| |l| EAT L W i'-,h'l'l"l i |||1u g, L et 1MCE i lwl K ] FET
They i s the ripe, Lamy o, plim ond Black elurry thon
wre the core flavor of Sapa Cabernien, slong with s nsix of minemb,
bhuerhs, mmbsa, olive, sape, codar onil cigar o Yerrhey mange in egls
from the bold, nipe, well-onked wines of Schroder, Bryunt Famaly
||:pf Hll”., v thie r|.|_l|llr.r st il |"|I|tll:|||r|-|.l:..-.l"rr||.. :'dl.'-tL.:n'..'l lI'I|J
Contimnem, which are righeer i yerucoure s more Likely po ey
LIRS Cub thie € aberie -l‘l.1 ] |:|'-!l i | |'|-|.|nd'.|::l|1?|

With s fow minos exceprions, prices o sbou the sane 88 thay
Biavw beom el paast sevend vinpiges. Scrmenlg Eaple S0086 m 3¢ 30
W boanle (U] pasicvrsd be rhee proost expensive wines om relense on Cali
Porrevii. followesd by Maorlon Estare (940 & 5500 T haugh mamy of
i wirpr i abernots ek omoar more vhiom % 100 8 bole, winas such
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TASTING REPORT | CALIFORNIA CABERWEY
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i e of miediom concentraton, yed lhr'g.'
procesded wo ften up and gein richnes
and body. People ket the wines come intn
thelr oo, anc [rhe & mr.lgur'! ended g e
ing o much berrer vear than expecred.”

There were close similarites wesithes-
wise between the 2003 and 2006 win-
tnges—bath yearn were long, dmwn-out
seasors that followed unusually rminy
winteri—and even the eluster couns
were similar Bue i 2006, mys Brown,
The bernies ended up betng much smalles
ard |rhe wines] more concentmeed.”

I8 wan @ cool vinmmee, bur nog s
cidld a5, amvs vintmer David Remey,
“The crop was naor as Lirge as ‘0%, sorthere's
preater colon, mmnin amd demsity. [noooway,
0 resninds nse of 99, with the same den-
siry mnd caloe [t has taken the %% o bong
timne o come anomed, | chdmk '06 will pay
off some eellaring, in comparison with 02
o (4, which were rich, plush, charming
vipiapes froem the beginning.”

=it was & classle Napn Valley harven
fior the Bordeaus vasieties,” siys Philippe
hdelkn, who mmkes wine under his spany-
mioas label, along with serving as wine-
imiaker for  number of other wineries,
1r|::|'|a|'J:I:||L.r Diesfistine, Hlil‘ldm‘l Avete and
pacomer Dami “The yields wete lower
than .n-‘:l.'l:"i The wines are rich amd
well-soructured, with big tnnmins. Tennin
mumsugenwnt b beon the key po sucoess
[in recent veam).®

Toannin manosgement—;thaor is, moking
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sure the grape skins are soft and ripe and
di ot display greence, berbal noees or ms-
IFemBEne Fkhflme—is I.'lulfrll.".lill-l'l'l.' T Or-
taret bny o cool vear such as 2006, when
Retorg thick-skinned Cabernet ETnpes
ripe is cnucial o nchleving flivor nnd qu.:.|r
v, “Tanrun monogement was the key,™
Berewen condinms

Wincmakers agree that patience was
required tn 2006, ghven the late-ripening
sezsan. T he growing period was long and
mosthy ﬂ'llll-l—ﬂ'\-l'l""ﬂ' o wpuring I'lfll'l WENE IR
mbd-July that sene remperatures soaring
past |00 F—and picking extended neo
lute Otober and garly Movember. The
last oo weeks of Ocrober were the =Eving
Erge |I'¢|'I FTSEE W IMIETRETS, AF WIITTA '-H-J-rh:‘l
grrmved, extenadime the harvesr before the
omset of mll mins.

Because of the lure hurvest, those who
phcked thelr grapes ar oprimal ripemness and
ovolded the rins produced gramd-skam
wines that are unifarmly rich, opulent,
tayered, plush and concentrated. Brown
=ays he knew when he pressed the wines
it they would gum our great

Thiose who did moe want to pick late for
1 secomad year in s row may lkave harvested
too early. “There are some really eoarse
wines our there,” Brown sy, “Tt's o Llivtle
hard for me to say why Some people did
it want to hang [thelr grepes| our there
that |n1.1,1:|' and mn'rh ru]lr.-d a bit early”

What this vintege subplot malees elear
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Winemakes Frillgpe Melka believes (il keeping e big ansim ol (shemet graped undes (onlied had ben by 19 fuliss B minel pears

On the hnriznn is the EDD?
vintage, which winemakers
say could be one of the greatest
years across the board for
all varietals.
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wasn T easy pdckings for evervone. With the long, cool growing sen

son presenting challenges of how long to hang grapes and when
s L winemakers WG |J'.:q.|. Wil i'| |.l|,],:|'| .\_-",:\_'lq_-l_'! _||. .u._;_':-_ fiioak
tirmed harvese right, a few appear o have missed, If ever so slightly,
There are some wines that have harder, greener annine. while oth-
ers e exremely tleght and closed, showing earthier tanmins. | ex-
pect thit many of these wines will be more forthooming after o year

or rwo, 1 he best 200
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irvtaee that should reward celbaring
:

n the hovizon = 2007, which winemakers say eould
be ane of the preatest vinmages across the beared
for all varietals. The growing sessan was smooth

i

Spring mins ended early, Cibermet thiew o me-

divm-vzed crop, ond winemakers were able o
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cantral vine vigor and keep the

When
winemaken compare bottled
00 Cabemners wich barrels ol
2007, they sy the 07 are every

crop ot desired levels

bir as pood o o becrer chan che
s

“It 18 everything and povyiiving
lanclarory vou ean say,™ savs
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sncrificing backbone, tannin end
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In terms of deinkaliliny. Brown
and other winemokers say thaz of
the post five vinmges, 2004 is the
ripest il will mahire sy, 2005,
] '|'|Ll|_|. CE al} l.b:l.-l.lll:l'll ..|u:|'.lrl.I
shouild develop sooner than 2006
and 2007 should drink well from
the seEre

Thar :.lrll.-d:l:'l:mu allisre o
Califomin Cabemer = 7 bip pl-.h-
for those whao ST 05 1|'u.' I'.-rlu-l-._
ripe complexity of o young wine.
But the best wines will oge well
.I.I1-\.\; EIMPEDAE Toef U .h.l.'l_'.\.hjﬂ af Wi
i they're stored propery

Winemakers seem 10 have
|'I'!'|“‘|II'|f|'.'-| !||r Fifseress (sane,
aned certainly the subject s on
everyones mind. Critics of Cab=
cimet, ms well as other Califomiba
wines, maimtnin that the wines
are oo rpe and alocholics in fact, the 2003, 2006 and 1007 vin-
mpes saw wines with slighely lower alecohol levels than in previous
yvenrs (2001, 2002 und
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2004 i pornicular). Bur sintners are ot

all 115 percent wo 13 percent aleohal Grapes in Califormia dan't
have eswmugh lavor to be harvested at sugnr levels that translate m
these degrees of alcohol
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this has been a grent etreich of ving apes "
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winemakers expliin, s balance, and on the whaole
We haven't .!'.:hl H -
diocre vinemge since JO00—and J000 wai definitely 8 mediocre

vear, Remey sayvi *What we hove B o run of good vinmges with
different chameteristics. ™
Even the 008 vintage, now resting in the cellam. could
surprise with it quality. The crop was smpll—off by nearly 50
percent in some vineyants, dwe o a hard spring frost—bur the
berries were small as well, giving the wines great densicy. “[ can’t
speak to it chamm vet," Rumey says.
A lile somieshing 1oe everyone who drinks Cabermnet
Senior editor lamis Linshe, bavad in Napa, i Wine .quf-.'r:I:.1r.I lizaal
sty on e wines of Calijfiorma
WINESPECTATOR.COM
BONUS VIDEOSE WWatch tre Calfomia Cabermt vicksd Seres Snd Mot Soeme
of Ehie SEAIB'S DOD wANSTEAR NI W S L2 D, s, e a s



James Laube’s Recommended California Cabernets

Mearly 600 wines ware reviewsd for this report. A free alphabetical list & avalable ot wwwiwinelpectatoncomy 11509,
WineSpectatoroom mambers can accell complats reviews for all wines tasted using the anline Wine Ratings ssarch

TOP WINES TOP WINES (continued)
WINE :EEHIJ PRICE 'WiINE SCORE | PRICE
Beckstoffer To Kadon ¥Vineyard MM V1 2008 | L. Inbense, vibmnt, dch and expanive, with tion of dghaly

An incredihle mix of opulence and resouine, offering ripe,
wnlisrive currans and klackberry il rheag'’s full-bodbed aed
camphex, tmming flegant and wefined onothe finkh

SCHRADER Cabernet Sawvignon Mapa Yalley g
TE Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard 2008

A masterpicon. Capnatng currant and blackberry Balt ot

the senith of ripeness, this is emeath, pliah snd byemnd,

with o nuix of mocha, black cherry, curmene and wild berry.

BEYAMT FAMILY Cabarmast SEuvkgnam

MHapa Vallay 2008

Delighatul by comples. ebegani. rich and subile, with rpe,
apicy currane, black cherry arsd plum that'’s puee snd focused,
apple ared juicy. Shows grear balance ond concenmadon.

COLGM X Extate Mapa Yalley 2006 i
A, stunning effore that offers a rich, lapered band of ripe car
qunit @nd green el klack alive, with hints of herb arsl spice,
Expands inzo a kong, deep, penetmaring finish.

HOURGLASS Cabernel Ssuvignon Napa Valley 2008 97
Amn[..mh:l:i.w wiyle that fesiumes liver of crearivy ok,
dried curmme, plam ad mocha. Tume smooth and polished,
wenlccleing diocrs of hazelur wnd spice.

HOURGLASE Cabernet Sauvignon Maps Valley
Husline Vinsyard 2008

Caprures the richness, power, finese and gace of Cabernet,
delivesimg an up-dromt, esatic display of ripe curmnt, black.
berry, wild beery, plum, olive, codar snd spice.

CHAPPELLET Cabamat Sauvignon Maga Valley
Pritchand Hill Estate Vineyard 20086

Fiem asu conceneratel, with i, vibeant mineral, black.
by, wild berry asul Black ehersy i thar gives this a nch
core of (lavem. Decp and eoncentmted,

Jack's Masterpiace 2006
Ammaasing (o Hs comphex mix of flaven, renging from ming,
herh, loasny earth, dried eurrane, black cheomy snd berry fnsie

HALL Cabernet Saurvignon Mapa Yallay
Kathryn Hall 2008

A big, detve witw, with camant and blackbemy flaven and
wvory harh and sunh nusnces that prondide & solid Enralstion.

HMAYBACH Cabernat Sauvignon Oakville -1
Matarium Weltz Vineyard 2006

Rich, layernd and slegsnt, delivertng supple curmnt snd
blackberry, with bouches of andse. éedar end mineral.

AOBERT MONDAYI Cabermet Sauvignan -1
Mapa Yalley Resarve 2008

Puare, rich and comcentrated, this bald, graceful wine offess

# deep cove of earthy curran, Blackberry anad plum,

REALM Cabsrnet Sauvignon Hapa Valley
Beckilater To Kalen Wineynrd 2006

Shows vondedi] purity of lavior arxl focus, weih fch, deap,
concenmaied black cherry, blackberry, curmnt and plism.

T

#

B2 WiINE SPECTATOR « WOV, 1% JOOD

focmsed crarmne, plum and black cherry fruis

SCARECROW Cabsrnet Sauvignon Rutherford 2008 98
A, porgeous poung wice, fresh, pare, rich and vibmant, affedng
pler of ripe, juicy cherry, currane, phin and bomy

SCHRADER Cabernet Sauvignon Hapa Valley Gl
Backstafer Georges 1l Vineyard 2006

Seductive in b overay of rich, concensraied flavan, with
currane, Hack cherry and blackberry frutt and cremmy ok

ETAGLIN Cabarnst Sauvignan Buthedand 2008 i1
Focmied aoul supple, showing amazing purity of flavor, with
black currang, block cherry, mineml. spe, snise and cedas.

COMTINULY Cakyvills 2008
CHfems rich dark chocolage, macha and esprensa, with tipe,
currsne-laced Cabemet fruin. Elegene. Cabermet Blend.

DALLA VALLE Mays Mapa Yalley 200§ a5
Thght, ferm and snsctired, with & rich, focused beisn of black-
M.Hm:m.hnﬁmlmh.iqmw

DANCING HARES Mapa Valley 2005 855
Shens worklerful nchnes, depth and concenmanion, with
pare currsnt, blak cherry and beery frife, Cabernet blend.

GROTH Cabemet Sauvignon Gakville Reserve 2006 a3
Miiee, rich el kecaised, iiell-bodied mnd concensrarsd.
ibunictiag firm hlack eherry and Bl bbemy frus

HaLL Cabmrmat Sauvlgnon 23
Dilamond Mountaln District 2008

A rich, deep, plash expression of Caberner, revealing layen

of loamy earth, herb, curesng, moclka, codar, tar end spice.

HaLL Exrsllenz Sacrashe Vineyard Rutherford 2008 225
Puse, ripe, rich snd complex, with cureant, plum snd black
chesry frust thar’s inbenee snd wpple, Falanced pnd pemiscens

HUNDRED ACRE Cabernet Sauvignon Mapa Valley 3
Kayll Morgan Vineysrd 2006

Sherss wimaderful puriny of flaves, wirth mochaslaced comne,
kinich liqueui, blackbhorry anad wild besry frule

LEWIS Cabernot Sauvignon Mapa Valley L]
Hiikstons Yineyard 2008

A sadactive atyle ilaped by creamy vanllls.amnged sal.
Camnplex arl sneense, offering pure, fipe Cabemet frukc

LEWIS Cabernot Sauvignon Mapa Valley Resarve 2008 85
Pure. rich upe focused on o beam of ripe plum, cheery and
currant, with anbe and endee Comsples, deep and penlbsient

LEWiS Cuves L Napa Valley 2008 s

E-L

] Taur, Iprense snd vibeans, with :[ltn‘]:mmum:l.ng:

g pedasy pak favers. Mure and focused. Cabesner hlemd

PETER MICHAEL Lea Pavots Knights Valley 2006 3
Feewed, spple and harmmonivus, with ripe plum, camus:,
Mack licorice, cedar and cigar bos. Cabernes blend.
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